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2026-27 Audition Guidelines: TUBA 
Auditions for the Greater Twin Cities Youth Symphonies (GTCYS, pronounced git-seez) are 
opportunities to play your instrument and submit a short, recorded video so we can place you 
with one of our 11 incredible school-year orchestras! Because of GTCYS’ multi-level orchestra 
structure, almost every student is accepted! 

WHAT TO PREPARE 
The next pages of this packet list the required scales and excerpts for each playing level. Once 
you decide which level best fits your abilities, prepare:  

1. All the scales listed for your audition level. Minor scales can be performed in any form
(natural, harmonic, or melodic), unless otherwise stated.

2. Solo: Prepare a piece of music (solo, etude, school ensemble music, or similar) that
demonstrates your best playing abilities, that’s no longer than 3 minutes. Record
without piano accompaniment. Select a shorter section to fit the time limit if needed.

3. All the excerpts (short selections of music) listed for your audition level.

AUDITION STEPS 
1. Register for your audition at snapaudition.com: Click “Find an Audition” and search for

Greater Twin Cities Youth Symphonies.

2. Pick one level based on your abilities and experience. To learn more about each
orchestra, visit gtcys.org/orchestras.

Skill Level Typical Strings  
Orchestra Placement 

Typical Winds, Brass, Percussion, 
and Harp Orchestra Placement 

Beginning Philharmonia Sinfonia 

Developing Sinfonia 
Concertino Concertino 

Intermediate Camerata 
Concert Orchestra 

Camerata 
Concert Orchestra 

Advanced Philharmonic 
Symphony 

Philharmonic 
Symphony 

3. Practice, practice, practice!

4. Record your audition video in one take (no editing!)

5. Complete your registration in snapaudition.com and upload your audition video by 
Tuesday, December 1, 2026 at 11:59pm.

6. Audition results will be emailed in December.

MORE INFO 
Find detailed instructions, tips, frequently asked questions, and tuition assistance information at 
gtcys.org/auditions. Contact us at mail@gtcys.org or call 651.602.6800 with questions. 

https://snapaudition.com/
https://gtcys.org/programs/orchestras
https://gtcys.org/programs/orchestras/philharmonic
https://gtcys.org/programs/orchestras/symphony
https://snapaudition.com/
https://gtcys.org/auditions
mailto:mail@gtcys.org
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Chromatic (Notes below only for reference; players can choose any octave and wider range if possible)

TUBA - SinGonia &aTt � 8eTt
DƵƐiĐianƐ�ƐŚŽƵlĚ�Śaǀe�ƉlaǇinŐ�eǆƉeƌienĐe ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚǁŽ�ƐŚaƌƉƐ�anĚ�ĨlaƚƐ͘�WƌĞƉĂƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�
ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝĨ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂĐĐƵƌĂƚĞůǇ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƐŬŝůů�ůĞǀĞů͘�YŽƵƌ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�
ĂƵĚŝƚŝŽŶ�ůĞǀĞů�ĚŽĞƐŶΖƚ�ŐƵĂƌĂŶƚĞĞ�Žƌ�ůŝŵŝƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽƌĐŚĞƐƚƌĂ�ƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ͘

S$A-&S
• ^ĐĂůĞƐ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶǇ�ĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƚŝŽŶ͘

B-flat major q = ��

&9$&3PT

S0-0
• YŽƵƌ�ĐŚŽiĐe Ͳ�ϯ�ŵinƵƚeƐ�Žƌ�leƐƐ͕�ƵŶĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞĚ
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sĂŶĚer�ooŬ - �ƚƵĚĞ�EŽ͘ ϰ͕ mm. ϭ-ϭϲ
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Chromatic (notes below only for reference; players can choose any octave and wider range if possible)

TUBA - $oncertino &aTt � 8eTt
DƵƐiĐianƐ�ƐŚŽƵlĚ�Śaǀe�ƉlaǇinŐ�eǆƉeƌienĐe ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚƌee�ƐŚaƌƉƐ�anĚ�ĨlaƚƐ͘�WƌĞƉĂƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�
ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝĨ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂĐĐƵƌĂƚĞůǇ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƐŬŝůů�ůĞǀĞů͘�YŽƵƌ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�
ĂƵĚŝƚŝŽŶ�ůĞǀĞů�ĚŽĞƐŶΖƚ�ŐƵĂƌĂŶƚĞĞ�Žƌ�ůŝŵŝƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽƌĐŚĞƐƚƌĂ�ƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ͘

S$A-&S
• ^ĐĂůĞƐ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶǇ�ĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƚŝŽŶ͘

&9$&3PTS

S0-0
• YŽƵƌ�ĐŚŽiĐe Ͳ�ϯ�ŵinƵƚeƐ�Žƌ�leƐƐ͕�ƵŶĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞĚ
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sĂŶĚer�ooŬ - �ƚƵĚĞ�EŽ͘�ϴ͕ mm. ϭ-ϭϲ
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TU#A - ConcFrUino EaTU � WFTU 	conUinVFd
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sĞrĚŝ - NĂďƵĐĐo͗ KvĞƌtƵƌĞ, mm. 24-50
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MƵssorŐsŬy, orĐh. ZavĞů - WŝĐtƵƌĞƐ Ăt Ăn �ǆhŝďŝtŝon, Mvt. ϵ͗ Η�ĂďĂ-zĂŐĂ,Η ZĞh. ϵ2 - ZĞh. ϵ3

TU#A - CamFraUa orchFTUraT and ConcFrU OrchFTUra
DƵƐiĐianƐ�ƐŚŽƵlĚ�ďe�ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚaďle�in�aĚǀanĐeĚ�ŬeǇ�ƐiŐnaƚƵƌeƐ anĚ Śaǀe�ŐŽŽĚ�ƐiŐŚƚͲƌeaĚinŐ�
ƐŬillƐ͘�Wƌepaƌe and ƌecoƌd ƚŚe ĨoůůoǁinŐ ƌeƋuiƌemenƚƐ iĨ ƚŚeǇ accuƌaƚeůǇ ƌepƌeƐenƚ Ǉouƌ 
cuƌƌenƚ ƐŬiůů ůeǀeů͘ zouƌ cŚoƐen audiƚion ůeǀeů doeƐnΖƚ Őuaƌanƚee oƌ ůimiƚ Ǉouƌ oƌcŚeƐƚƌa 
půacemenƚ͘

SCALES
• ' minoƌ Ͳ�Ϯ�ŽĐƚaǀeƐ�;iĨ�ƉŽƐƐiďleͿ�in�ƋƵaƌƚeƌ�nŽƚeƐ�;ƋƵaƌƚeƌ�nŽƚe�с�ϭϬϬͿ
• �ͲĨůaƚ maũoƌ�Ͳ�Ϯ�ŽĐƚaǀeƐ�;iĨ�ƉŽƐƐiďleͿ�in�ƋƵaƌƚeƌ�nŽƚeƐ�;ƋƵaƌƚeƌ�nŽƚe�с�ϭϬϬͿ
• �ŚƌŽŵaƚiĐ�Ͳ�Ϯ�ŽĐƚaǀeƐ�;anǇ�ƐƚaƌƚinŐ�nŽƚe͕�ǁiĚeƌ�ƌanŐe�iĨ�ƉŽƐƐiďleͿ�in�ƋƵaƌƚeƌ�nŽƚeƐ�;ƋƵaƌƚeƌ�nŽƚe�с�ϭϬϬͿ

SOLO
• zŽƵƌ�ĐŚŽiĐe Ͳ�ϯ�ŵinƵƚeƐ�Žƌ�leƐƐ, unaccompanied

EXCERPTS

'rŝŐorŝĞv - ϱϬ �tƵĚĞƐ Ĩoƌ dƵďĂ, �tƵĚĞ No. 22, mm. ϭ-ϭϲ
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TU#A - Philharmonic and Symphony
DuƐicianƐ ƐŚouůd ďe ƐŬiůůed in aůů maũoƌ and minoƌ ŬeǇƐ, Śaǀe adǀanced uƐe oĨ ǀiďƌaƚo, and ďe 
aďůe ƚo douďůe and ƚƌipůe ƚonŐue͘ Wƌepaƌe and ƌecoƌd ƚŚe ĨoůůoǁinŐ ƌeƋuiƌemenƚƐ iĨ ƚŚeǇ 
accuƌaƚeůǇ ƌepƌeƐenƚ Ǉouƌ cuƌƌenƚ ƐŬiůů ůeǀeů͘ zouƌ cŚoƐen audiƚion ůeǀeů doeƐnΖƚ Őuaƌanƚee oƌ 
ůimiƚ Ǉouƌ oƌcŚeƐƚƌa půacemenƚ͘

SCALES
• B ŵaũŽƌ�Ͳ�Ϯ�ŽĐƚaǀeƐ�in�eiŐŚƚŚ�nŽƚeƐ�;ƋƵaƌƚeƌ�nŽƚe�с 72Ϳ
• FͲƐŚaƌƉ�ŵinŽƌ�Ͳ�Ϯ�ŽĐƚaǀeƐ�in�eiŐŚƚŚ�nŽƚeƐ�;ƋƵaƌƚeƌ�nŽƚe�с 72Ϳ
• �ŚƌŽŵaƚiĐ�Ͳ Ϯ�ŽĐƚaǀeƐ�;anǇ�ƐƚaƌƚinŐ�nŽƚe͕�ǁiĚeƌ�ƌaŐe�iĨ�ƉŽƐƐiďleͿ�in�eiŐŚƚŚ�nŽƚeƐ�;ƋƵaƌƚeƌ�nŽƚe�с 72Ϳ

SOLO
• zŽƵƌ�ĐŚŽiĐe Ͳ�ϯ�ŵinƵƚeƐ�Žƌ�leƐƐ, unaccompanied

EXCERPTS

Mahler - Symphony No. 3, Mvt. 1, mm. 833-857
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Mahler - Symphony No. 3, Mvt. ϯ

4 mm. ďĞĨorĞ ZĞh. 20 - ZĞh. 2ϭ

EXCERPTS CONTINUE ON FOLLOWING PAGE
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TU#A - Philharmonic and Symphony 	conUinVFd


Mahler - Symphony No. 3, Mvt. ϯ, 2 mm. ďĞĨorĞ ZĞh. 23 - ZĞh. 24
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