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2026-27 Audition Guidelines: PERCUSSION 
Auditions for the Greater Twin Cities Youth Symphonies (GTCYS, pronounced git-seez) are 
opportunities to play your instrument and submit a short, recorded video so we can place you 
with one of our 11 incredible school-year orchestras! Because of GTCYS’ multi-level orchestra 
structure, almost every student is accepted! 

WHAT TO PREPARE 
The next pages of this packet list the required scales and excerpts for each playing level. Once 
you decide which level best fits your abilities, prepare:  

1. All the scales listed for your audition level. Minor scales can be performed in any form
(natural, harmonic, or melodic), unless otherwise stated.

2. Solo: Prepare a piece of music (solo, etude, school ensemble music, or similar) that
demonstrates your best playing abilities, that’s no longer than 3 minutes. Record
without piano accompaniment. Select a shorter section to fit the time limit if needed.

3. All the excerpts (short selections of music) listed for your audition level.

AUDITION STEPS 
1. Register for your audition at snapaudition.com: Click “Find an Audition” and search for

Greater Twin Cities Youth Symphonies.

2. Pick one level based on your abilities and experience. To learn more about each
orchestra, visit gtcys.org/orchestras.

Skill Level Typical Strings  
Orchestra Placement 

Typical Winds, Brass, Percussion, 
and Harp Orchestra Placement 

Beginning Philharmonia Sinfonia 

Developing Sinfonia 
Concertino Concertino 

Intermediate Camerata 
Concert Orchestra 

Camerata 
Concert Orchestra 

Advanced Philharmonic 
Symphony 

Philharmonic 
Symphony 

3. Practice, practice, practice!

4. Record your audition video. Harp and percussion players may record in separate 
takes but must submit one single video.

5. Complete your registration in snapaudition.com and upload your audition video by 
Tuesday, December 1, 2026 at 11:59pm.

6. Audition results will be emailed in December.

MORE INFO 
Find detailed instructions, tips, frequently asked questions, and tuition assistance information at 
gtcys.org/auditions. Contact us at mail@gtcys.org or call 651.602.6800 with questions. 

https://snapaudition.com/
https://gtcys.org/programs/orchestras
https://gtcys.org/programs/orchestras/philharmonic
https://gtcys.org/programs/orchestras/symphony
https://snapaudition.com/
https://gtcys.org/auditions
mailto:mail@gtcys.org


.aMMets ;ƉƌĂĐƚiĐĞ ďĞůů Ŭiƚ͕ ďĞůůƐ͕ ǆǇůŽƉŚŽnĞ͕ Žƌ ŵĂƌiŵďĂͿ

SnaSe %SVN

PERCUSSION - Sinfonia East & West
Dusicians should haǀe ƉlaǇinŐ eǆƉerience throuŐh ƚǁo sharƉs and Ĩlats͘ Wƌepaƌe and ƌecoƌd 
ƚŚe ĨoůůoǁinŐ ƌeƋuiƌemenƚƐ iĨ ƚŚeǇ accuƌaƚeůǇ ƌepƌeƐenƚ Ǉouƌ cuƌƌenƚ ƐŬiůů ůeǀeů͘ zouƌ cŚoƐen 
audiƚion ůeǀeů doeƐnΖƚ Őuaƌanƚee oƌ ůimiƚ Ǉouƌ oƌcŚeƐƚƌa půacemenƚ͘ ZecordinŐs can ďe done in 
seƉarate taŬes in order to chanŐe instruments͘

SCALES
• �an ďe ƉerĨormed on pƌacƚice ďeůů Ŭiƚ, ďells͕ ǆǇloƉhone͕ or marimďa ;no ƉianoͿ

EXCERPTS

SOLO
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ZƵĚŝŵeŶt

King - The More We Get Together

• zour choice͕ anǇ instrumentation ;no ƉianoͿ͖ total time oĨ ϯ minutes or less, unaccompanied
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.aMMets ;ƉƌĂĐƚiĐĞ ďĞůů Ŭiƚ͕ ďĞůůƐ͕ ǆǇůŽƉŚŽnĞ͕ Žƌ ŵĂƌiŵďĂͿ ����WƵƌĐĞůů�Ͳ��Ǉre

PERCUSSION - ConDeStino East & West
Dusicians should ďe comĨoƌƚaďůe ƉlaǇinŐ throuŐh ƚŚƌee sharƉs and Ĩlats͘ Wƌepaƌe and 
ƌecoƌd ƚŚe ĨoůůoǁinŐ ƌeƋuiƌemenƚƐ iĨ ƚŚeǇ accuƌaƚeůǇ ƌepƌeƐenƚ Ǉouƌ cuƌƌenƚ ƐŬiůů ůeǀeů͘ zouƌ 
cŚoƐen audiƚion ůeǀeů doeƐnΖƚ Őuaƌanƚee oƌ ůimiƚ Ǉouƌ oƌcŚeƐƚƌa půacemenƚ͘ ZecoƌdinŐƐ can 
ďe done in Ɛepaƌaƚe ƚaŬeƐ in oƌdeƌ ƚo cŚanŐe inƐƚƌumenƚƐ͘

SCALES
• �an ďe ƉerĨormed on pƌacƚice ďeůů Ŭiƚ, ďells͕ ǆǇloƉhone͕ or marimďa ;no ƉianoͿ

EXCERPTS

SOLO
• zour choice͕ anǇ instrumentation ;no ƉianoͿ͖ total time oĨ ϯ minutes or less, unaccompanied

EXCERPTS CONTINUE ON 'OLLOWIN( PA(E
2�26-27�*7&<6�$XGLWLRQV�-�3(5&866,21�-�3DJH��
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SnaSe %SVN ZŽƚŚŵĂn - �tƵĚe Eo͘ ϰϱ

W�Z�h^^/KE�Ͳ��ŽnĐĞƌƚinŽ �ĂƐƚ�Θ�tĞƐƚ�;ĐŽnƚinƵĞĚͿ
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SIaLeS ZŽƚŚŵĂn - �tƵĚe Eo͘ ϭϲ

• hƐe one oƌ ƚǁo maƚcŚinŐ ƐŚaŬeƌƐ oĨ anǇ Ŭind ƚŚaƚ can cůeaƌůǇ aƌƚicuůaƚe dǇnamicƐ and ƌŚǇƚŚmƐ͘
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• � maũor - Ϯ octaǀes in eiŐhth notes ;Ƌuarter note с ϭϱϮͿ
• ' Śaƌmonic minor - Ϯ octaǀes in eiŐhth notes ;Ƌuarter note с ϭϱϮͿ

SOLO
• zour choice͕ anǇ instrumentation ;no Ɖiano oƌ dƌumƐeƚͿ͖ total time oĨ ϯ minutes or less, unaccompanied
• dŚe Ɛoůo ƐŚouůd Ĩeaƚuƌe Ǉouƌ aƌƚiƐƚic and ƚecŚnicaů ƐƚƌenŐƚŚƐ͘ WůeaƐe cŚooƐe a piece ƚŚaƚ ŚaƐ a ǀaƌieƚǇ oĨ

dǇnamicƐ, aƌƚicuůaƚionƐ, and eǆpƌeƐƐiǀe cŚaůůenŐeƐ͘

EXCERPTS

SnaSe %SVN
WĞƚĞƌƐ�Ͳ /ŶterŵeĚŝĂte ^ŶĂre �rƵŵ ^tƵĚŝeƐ͕ �tuĚe EŽ͘ ϭϯ͕ ŵŵ͘ ϭϳͲϯϮ

PERCUSSION - CaNeSata oSDIestSas anE ConDeSt OSDIestSa 
DuƐicianƐ ƐŚouůd Śaǀe půaǇinŐ eǆpeƌience ƚŚƌouŐŚ Ĩouƌ ƐŚaƌpƐ and ĨůaƚƐ and Śaǀe Őood ƐiŐŚƚͲ
ƌeadinŐ ƐŬiůůƐ͘ Wƌepaƌe and ƌecoƌd ƚŚe ĨoůůoǁinŐ ƌeƋuiƌemenƚƐ iĨ ƚŚeǇ accuƌaƚeůǇ ƌepƌeƐenƚ Ǉouƌ 
cuƌƌenƚ ƐŬiůů ůeǀeů͘ zouƌ cŚoƐen audiƚion ůeǀeů doeƐnΖƚ Őuaƌanƚee oƌ ůimiƚ Ǉouƌ oƌcŚeƐƚƌa 
půacemenƚ͘ ZecoƌdinŐƐ can ďe done in Ɛepaƌaƚe ƚaŬeƐ in oƌdeƌ ƚo cŚanŐe inƐƚƌumenƚƐ͘

/nƐƚƌƵŵĞnƚ ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƚiŽnƐ͗ /ƚΖƐ ƐƚƌonŐůǇ ƌecommended ƚŚaƚ, iĨ Ǉou donΖƚ oǁn ƚŚe inƐƚƌumenƚ;ƐͿ
ďeinŐ aƐŬed Ĩoƌ, Ǉou aƐŬ Ǉouƌ ƚeacŚeƌ ƚo ďoƌƌoǁ oƌ ƌecoƌd on ƚŚeiƌ eƋuipmenƚ͘

SCALES ;can ďe ƉerĨormed on ďells͕ ǆǇloƉhone͕ or marimďa Ͳ no pƌacƚice ďeůů ŬiƚƐͿ
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EXCERPTS CONTINUE ON 'OLLOWIN( PA(E
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PERCUSSION - CaNeSata oSDIestSas anE ConDeSt OSDIestSa 
	DontinVeE
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Tchaikovsky - Trepak, from the Nutcracker

TaNCoVSine

.aMMets ;ďĞůůƐ͕ ǆǇůŽƉŚŽnĞ͕ Žƌ ŵĂƌiŵďĂͿ�����,ŝgh ZĂŶĐh
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PERCUSSION - PIiMIaSNoniD anE SZNQIonZ
DuƐicianƐ ƐŚouůd Śaǀe půaǇinŐ eǆpeƌience in aůů maũoƌ and minoƌ ŬeǇƐ and Śaǀe eǆceůůenƚ 
ƐiŐŚƚͲƌeadinŐ ƐŬiůůƐ͘ Wƌepaƌe and ƌecoƌd ƚŚe ĨoůůoǁinŐ ƌeƋuiƌemenƚƐ iĨ ƚŚeǇ accuƌaƚeůǇ 
ƌepƌeƐenƚ Ǉouƌ cuƌƌenƚ ƐŬiůů ůeǀeů͘ zouƌ cŚoƐen audiƚion ůeǀeů doeƐnΖƚ Őuaƌanƚee oƌ ůimiƚ Ǉouƌ 
oƌcŚeƐƚƌa půacemenƚ͘ ZecoƌdinŐƐ can ďe done in Ɛepaƌaƚe ƚaŬeƐ in oƌdeƌ ƚo cŚanŐe 
inƐƚƌumenƚƐ͘

/nƐƚƌƵŵĞnƚ ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƚiŽnƐ͗ /ƚΖƐ ƐƚƌonŐůǇ ƌecommended ƚŚaƚ, iĨ Ǉou donΖƚ oǁn ƚŚe inƐƚƌumenƚ;ƐͿ 
ďeinŐ aƐŬed Ĩoƌ, Ǉou aƐŬ Ǉouƌ ƚeacŚeƌ ƚo ďoƌƌoǁ oƌ ƌecoƌd on ƚŚeiƌ eƋuipmenƚ͘

SCALES ;can ďe peƌĨoƌmed on ďeůůƐ, ǆǇůopŚone, oƌ maƌimďa Ͳ no pƌacƚice ďeůů ŬiƚƐͿ
• � minoƌ Ͳ Ϯ ocƚaǀeƐ in ƐiǆƚeenƚŚ noƚeƐ ;Ƌuaƌƚeƌ noƚe с ϭϯϴͿ
• 'ͲĨůaƚ meůodic minoƌ Ͳ Ϯ ocƚaǀeƐ in ƐiǆƚeenƚŚ noƚeƐ ;Ƌuaƌƚeƌ noƚe с ϵϬͿ

SOLO
• zouƌ cŚoice, anǇ inƐƚƌumenƚaƚion ;no piano oƌ dƌumƐeƚͿ͖ ƚoƚaů ƚime oĨ ϯ minuƚeƐ oƌ ůeƐƐ, unaccompanied
• dŚe Ɛoůo ƐŚouůd Ĩeaƚuƌe Ǉouƌ aƌƚiƐƚic and ƚecŚnicaů ƐƚƌenŐƚŚƐ͘ WůeaƐe cŚooƐe a piece ƚŚaƚ ŚaƐ a ǀaƌieƚǇ oĨ

dǇnamicƐ, aƌƚicuůaƚionƐ, and eǆpƌeƐƐiǀe cŚaůůenŐeƐ͘

EXCERPTS

#ass %SVN��DĂŚůĞƌ�Ͳ ^ǇŵƉhoŶǇ Eo͘ ϯ͕ Mǀt͘ ϭ͕�ŵŵ͘�ϲϲϳͲϲϳϯ

EXCERPTS CONTINUE ON 'OLLOWIN( PA(E
2�26-27�*7&<6�$XGLWLRQV�-�3(5&866,21�-�3DJH�7

SnaSe %SVN DĂŚůĞƌ�Ͳ ^ǇŵƉhoŶǇ Eo͘ ϯ͕ Mǀt͘ ϭ͕�ŵŵ͘�ϲϯϰͲϲϰϮ

paul
Rectangle

paul
Rectangle



.aMMets ;ďĞůůƐ͕�ǆǇůŽƉŚŽnĞ͕�Žƌ�ŵĂƌiŵďĂͿ
^ƚƌĂǀinƐŬǇ�Ͳ The &ŝreďŝrĚ ;ϭϵϭϵ ^ƵŝteͿ͗ /ŶĨerŶĂů �ĂŶĐe
ϯ�ŵŵ͘�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ZĞŚ͘�ϭϮ�Ͳ�ϲ�ŵŵ͘�ĂĨƚĞƌ�ƌĞŚ͘�ϭϯ

gliss.

PERCUSSION - PIiMIaSNoniD anE SZNQIonZ 	DontinVeE


SnaSe %SVN �ĞůĞĐůƵƐĞ Ͳ Tǁeůǀe ^tƵĚŝeƐ Ĩor ^ŶĂre �rƵŵ͕ Eo͘ ϵ͕�ŽƉĞning�Ͳ�ŵ͘ ϭϬ

EXCERPTS CONTINUE ON 'OLLOWIN( PA(E
2�26-27�*7&<6�$XGLWLRQV�-�3(5&866,21�-�3DJH��

TiNQani �ĞĞƚŚŽǀĞn - ^ǇŵƉŚŽnǇ EŽ͘ ϵ͕ Mǀt͘ ϭ͕ ŵŵ͘ ϯϴϳ-ϰϭϯ
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2�26-27�*7&<6�$XGLWLRQV�-�3(5&866,21�-�3DJH��

PERCUSSION - PIiMIaSNoniD anE SZNQIonZ 	DontinVeE
 

.aMMets ;ďĞůůƐ͕�ǆǇůŽƉŚŽnĞ͕�Žƌ�ŵĂƌiŵďĂͿ��
�ĂĐŚ�Ͳ��eůůo ^Ƶŝte Eo͘ ϱ ŝŶ � MŝŶor͗ WreůƵĚe͕�ŵŵ͘�ϮϳͲϲϯ
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