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YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION
More students served than ever in the nation’s largest youth orchestra program

“GTCYS gave me the opportunity to build  
something beautiful, that’s greater than anything  

I could do alone.” —Mia, Class of 2025

Students received a standing ovation at Orchestra 
Hall after a massed orchestra performance of 
Gustav Holst’s “Jupiter” at Spring Festival

Below, graduating violinist Karu shared his  
GTCYS journey on stage at Orchestra Hall

Congratulations,  
Class of 2025!
83 seniors graduated and are embarking on  
their next journey, taking lessons learned in 
GTCYS into communities across the country. 

What’s next for our newest alumni?

•	 Music at the Julliard School
•	 Neuroscience at USC
•	 Education at the University of MN
•	 Instrument repair in Red Wing
•	 Public health at Yale University

1,307 STUDENTS  
ages 7–18 participated in GTCYS’  
school-year orchestras, summer camps,  
and access programs like Harmony.

11 ORCHESTRAS 
across the Twin Cities metro.

$250K FINANCIAL AID
awarded for tuition, private lessons,  
and Pathway Musicians.

30 ORCHESTRA
CONCERTS
performed by students (21 were free) at 
senior care homes, Twin Cities schools, 
Orchestra Hall, and more.

21,946 AUDIENCE 
MEMBERS
inspired in private, public, and  
livestreamed concerts.

180+ ARTISTS AND
MUSICIANS HIRED
to instruct and inspire GTCYS students.

44 STUDENT 
LEADERSHIP TEAM
members developed skills  
and shaped GTCYS

Students came from

270 SCHOOLS  
and 142 zip codes across 103 cities, 
including St. Cloud and Rochester.
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“Adding Camerata Vivace increases access 
for every student, showcasing the unique  

beauty of symphonic orchestras at this level.” 
—Zane Kaiser, conductor

CREATING PATHWAYS IN MUSIC

HARMONY PROGRAM 
Our beginning violin and cello program expanded to 
L’Etoile du Nord French Immersion School (LNFI). 

100 St. Paul students benefited from Harmony’s low-
cost instruction at LNFI and Riverview Spanish/English 
Dual Immersion. Plus, 30 Harmony alums excelled in  
GTCYS’ school-year orchestras.

FINANCIAL AID
1 in 5 students found their place in GTCYS thanks to 
financial assistance for tuition and private lesson or 
subsidized support for access programs.

SPONSORED LESSONS
Scholarship students benefited from 2,200 private 
lessons, which helped level the playing field.

PATHWAY MUSICIAN PROGRAM  
Four Black/African American and Latinx/Hispanic 
Pathway musicians’ were enriched through free tuition, 
private lessons, national camps, and monthly mentoring 
sessions with professional musicians. 

LAUNCH LESSONS
Young Black/African American and Latinx/Hispanic 
students benefited from free private lessons from  
high-quality instructors.  

NEW EAST METRO ORCHESTRA 
Camerata Vivace, GTCYS’ 11th orchestra, increased 
musical opportunities for intermediate-level students  
in the east metro. 

“My children have absolutely loved every minute 
of Harmony. They love the camaraderie, they love 

the collaboration. To see my children feel proud 
of their music is one of my proudest moments.” 

—Harmony parent
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Two Sponsored Lesson students work with their instructor

Camerata Vivace performed 
a free public concert with 
Harmony L’Etoile du Nord

 Opportunities for more students through accessible programming and scholarships



BUILDING EXCELLENCE
From individual milestones to shared musical experiences,  
students grew musically and personally
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Community performances 
inspire the next generation 
of music lovers 

Concertino East and West shared free concerts with 
1,310 students at schools across the Twin Cities.
“My favorite part was performing with friends and 
giving the same experience to other kids that I got in 
Harmony!” —Ari, cellist and Harmony alum 

Guest artists 
expand possibilities

Camerata Con Brio and  
Concert Orchestra collaborated 
with Emmy award-winning actor 
and vocalist T. Mychael Rambo  
for their April concert.

Opportunities inspire 
excellence

“GTCYS has helped me develop as a musician in 
just about every way. I don’t really have words to 
describe the incredible surrealness of performing 
as a soloist in a place like Orchestra Hall as a 
junior in high school.” 
—Ryan, 2024–25 Concerto Competition winner



EXPENSES
$1,980,698
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“When I first joined GTCYS, seeing Symphony play felt like a movie.  
Now, five years later, I’m imagining how I would play it myself. It’s like  
GTCYS showed me what my future was going to be.” —Pathway Musician

For GTCYS’ full 
financials, scan 
the QR code or 
visit gtcys.org

FINANCIALS

Symphony performed Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 5 at Ted Mann Concert Hall

REVENUE
$2,277,679

Earned Revenue 52%

Tuition & 
Fees 46%

Ticketing 5%

Other 1%

Contributed Revenue 41%

Investments 7%

Institutions 20%

Individuals 21%

Fundraising 11%

Program 81%

Administrative 8%

We are grateful for the incredible generosity of our community whose support made it 
possible for every student to learn and grow in GTCYS last year. 

With careful stewardship, 81% of every dollar went directly to programs, helping students 
thrive through GTCYS’ access initiatives and high-quality instruction. 



Laureate Circle ($50,000+) 

Encore Circle ($20,000–
$49,999)
Anonymous 
Gretchen Carlson*

Virtuoso Circle ($10,000–
$19,999) 

Nancy Driver* 
Amy and Philip Goldman 

McVay Foundation 
Monica Murphy 
Laura and David Newinski‡ 
Cathy and Mark Schmidt* 

Skip and Jill Thaler Family 
	 Pass-Through Fund through 
	 the Community Foundation  
	 of Chippewa County
Bonnie and Mark Turpin 

Maestro’s Circle ($5,000–
$9,999) 
Anonymous 
AbleNet Inc. ‡ 

Bellisio Foods Foundation Fund 
Best Buy Foundation 
Boss Foundation 
Gaya Carlos and Ed Santos 
The Clinton Family Fund 
Matt Crowley and  
	 Victoria Ford ‡ 
Elizabeth and Daniel Ernst 
Hardenbergh Foundation 
Matt and Anne Harris ‡ 
Maurice and  
	 Denise Holloman ‡ 
Rich and Renee May* 
Medtronic Foundation 
David Michela ‡* 
Jonathan and 
	 Genesis Newinski* 
Lisa and Jerry O’Brien 
Anu Rahil and Tim Biring 
John and Anne Schoenhard 
Adele Suttle and Mike Lewis ‡ 
Betsy and Paul Von Kuster 
 
Conductor’s Circle ($2,500–
$4,999) 
JC Beckstrand and  
	 Marianne Herrmann 
The Charles and Kathryn 
Cunningham 
	 Family Foundation 
Michele and Chad DeCoux ‡ 
Denise and Scott Engen 
Sarah and Mark Garner* 
GrandTours 
Camille Chang Gilmore and 
	 Deryk Gilmore 
H.E. and Helen Warren 
	 Foundation 
Beth and Kent Horsager 
Ken and Julie Hoyme 
Julia Jenson and  
	 Zachary Miller* 
Frederic Randall Landis 
Zhifang Li and Yifei Zhang 
Dr. Bradley and Sarah Linden 

May Advertising and  
	 Design Inc. ‡ 
Microsoft Corporation 
Bradley and Amy Peterson ‡ 
Zina and Tony Scheuerman 
Talcott Resolution 
Jeff and Ali Tuttle‡ 
Margaret and Jason Vecchio 
Melinda and John Villerius 
Karen and Mark Wagner 
Lawrence and Sara Wang ‡* 
Wilson Real Estate Group 
Kjirsten Zellmer and  
	 Doan Roessler ‡ 
 
Symphony Circle ($1,000–
$2,499) 
Anonymous (3) 
Lawrence and Caryl Abdo 
Rodney and Michelle Adkins 
Albertsson Hansen 
Architecture Ltd. ‡ 
Hue and Tim Alexander 
Sadia Ali and Kamran Karimi 
All Strings Attached‡ 
Susan and Tadashi Allen 
Julie and Daniel Amen 
Archie D. and Bertha H. Walker 
	 Foundation 
Katie Berg ‡* 
Boston Scientific 
Sheree Boyse 
Broadcom 
Cargill 
Tisha and Joshua Colton 
Phillip Crump 
D’Addario Foundation 
Cy and Paula DeCosse 
Lisa and Michael French ‡* 
Mary Dresen 
Allison Elder Johnson ‡ 
Norma Jean Falink, in Memory 
	 of Henry Charles Smith III 
Faith Farr 
Charles and Ruth Garner 
 

General Mills Foundation 
Rachelle and Chris Gilbertson 
Carol and Tom Gilkey 
The Graves Family 
David Heim and Brenda 
Edmondson Heim 
Annemarie and Mike Hess 
Horizontal Digital ‡ 
Nancy Hylden and  
	 Peter McLaughlin 
Kevin Jeter* 
Brett and Lori Kaufman 
Sarah Kleppe and  
	 Corey Bartlett  
Sarah and Jonathon Kusa 
William and Patricia Litchy 
Laurie and Peter Maiser  
	 McKesson 
Donn and Bonnie McLellan 
Melissa and David Krueger 
Alfred P. and Ann M. Moore 
Theresa and Jim Murray 
Neighborhood Naturopathic 
Bryan Nelson and  
	 Janice Sinclair* 
Sonja and Lowell Noteboom 
Kristine Oberg and Christopher 
	 Geist, in memory of	
	 Josephine, George and 
	 Mark Oberg 
Cynthia Burchell Patterson and 
	 Richard Patterson + 
Cathy and John Pederson 
Carolyn Pratt and  
	 Jackson Thatcher 
Ramraj Rajagopalan and  
	 Vidya Ramraj 
Ranga Ramamoorthy and  
	 Sri Priya 
Schmitt Music 
Julia and Scott Schraut 
Mark Russell and  
	 Ellen Dinwiddie Smith 
Jim and Deb Suttle 
Sara and Kevin Tan ‡ 
 

OUR SUPPORTERS
This list recognizes individual and instituional donors who contributed $250 or more from September 1, 2024–
August 31, 2025. Thank you to everyone who supported GTCYS’ students and programs last season!

This activity is made 
possible by the voters 
of Minnesota through 
a grant from the 
Minnesota State Arts 
Board, thanks to a 
legislative appropriation 
from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

‡
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OUR SUPPORTERS, CONTINUED
Robert and Carol Thompson 
Thrivent Charitable Impact &  
	 Investing 
Colin Turner* 
United Health Foundation 
Ernest van Panhuys and 
	 Rebecca Pan 
Delbert Vanderheiden and 
	 Theresa Bevilacqua 
Barbara and Scott Wardell 
Mary Watson 
Dobson and Jane West 
Lani Willis and 
	 Joel Spoonheim* 
John Windhorst, Jr. 
Nancy and Greg Winter 
Jianling Yuan 
Lola Zhang and Kevin Dodez 
 
Benefactor ($500–$999) 
Anonymous (8) 
Cheryl Alvarez 
Matthew and Sarah Anderson 
Pamela Arnstein 
Tina and Jeff Bakke 
Megen Balda and Jon Kjarum 
Richard Berge, Jr. and 
	 Kristin Howell* 
Michael Bevilacqua 
Uma Bhati* 
Jacki and Mike Borofsky 
Marlene and Ernie 
Braverman and Fazio 
Corey Broms and Edan Shertzer  
Sam Callahan and 
	 Jessica Warren* 
Ruth Carp 
Cecile and Stefan Collinet 
Meg and John Cowden 
Dell Technologies 
Chris and Bill Drotning 
Jill and Jonathan Eisenberg 
Deborah Fineman and 
	 Richard Soule 
Paul and Cynthia Folin* 
Chuck and Barbara Geer 
GitHub 
Goldman Sachs 
Jenny and Brent Gunsbury 

Megan and Philip Holleran 
Kara and Gary Jeter 
Doug and Peggy Lang 
Martha and Daniel Lips 
Barbara and David Loe 
Robert McKlveen and 
	 Ellen Jones 
Ian and Lara McLellan* 
Peter and Marguerite Mielke 
Richard and Sylvia Moore 
William and Evelyn Moren 
Karen Morse 
Rolf and Ingrid Muehlenhaus 
Melody Ng and Joseph Lin 
Karen and Rod Olson 
Nicole and Jim Park  
Kalvin Parman 
Ric Peterson and 
	 Tina Ham Peterson* 
Yi-ru Sarkanen 
Carrie Schleis 
William and Gayle Seldon 
Tim and Maureen Shaw 
Christi and Pat Shortridge 
Harold Taylor II 
Rachel and Carlos Téllez 
Ramona Treuer and 
	 Josh Richard 
Nancy Vernon 
Erick and Christie Weeg 
Thomas and Mary White 
Tyler and Tara Young* 
David and Karin Zoll 

Patron ($250–$499) 
Anonymous (4) 
Abbott 
Susan and Michael Arnold 
John Bale 
Deborah Lien Bierbaum and 
	 Donald Bierbaum 
Edward and Lois Black 
Robert and Rebecca Borchardt 
Magda and Khalaf Bushara 
Jiayi Chen and Tong Zhao 
Ann Cieslak 
William Collis-Prather 
Kara and John Conry 
Lynn and Nick Davenport* 

Paritosh Dixit 
Stephen and Linda Dygos 
Andrea Eckman 
Marta Edman 
Katherine and Kent Eklund 
Emily Fahlsing* 
Bob, Darcy, Kiana and Eric Fan 
Alexandra Galovich* 
Mark Gitch* 
Joe Green 
John Heigis and Elizabeth Knoll 
Georgia Heisserer 
Constance Iacono 
Richard H. & 
	 Rev. Dr. Janet Johnson  
Erin and Alex Jude 
Harvey Karch 
Andrea Kircher 
Alanna and Ben Kucera 
Joseph and Ilona Kusa 
Karen and Joshua Larson 
Ashley Law* 
Philip and Julie Ledermann 
Jackie Lin and Phillip Zhan 
Laura Liu  
Polly and Matt Logan* 
Xianghua Luo and Hongfei Guo 
Todd and Christine McVay 
Josh and Lisa PerkMeier 
Wes Mellgren 
Daniel Michel* 
Randy Milbert 
Tony Minnich 
Daniel Mollick and 
	 Greg Milliren 
Eric Moon 
Donald Notvik 
Yianni Pantazides 
Nancy and Kevin Rhein 
Mary Roe 
Peg Roessler and 
	 Loren Sinning* 
Kristin Schoephoerster* 
Suzanne Schons and 
	 Dan Rosinski 
Jeremy and Sarah Seldon 
Rebecca Shockley 
Alison and Ethan Sommer* 
Tonia and Rick Stephani 

Betty and Bob Toups 
U.S. Bank 
Osmo Vänskä and Erin Keefe 
Baard and Diane Webster 
Ralph Weinberger* 
Ellen and Peter White 
Timothy Wicker and 
	 Carolyn Deters 
Reid and Rachel Wixson 
Brad and Kristi Yanta 
Cecilia Zechmann and 
	 John Kenney 
Xinyun Zhu and High Chai 
 
Legacy Circle
Recognizing those who have 
included GTCYS in their estate 
plans 

Ruth Carp 
Nancy Driver 
Renee Florence and Kevin Scott 
Jenny and Brent Gunsbury 
Laurie Hatcher-Merz 
Laura and David Newinski 
Carolyn Pratt and 
	 Jackson Thatcher 
Skip and Jill Thaler 
Bonnie and Mark Turpin 

* Alumni Gift 
+ Burchell Scholarship Fund  
‡ Orchestrating Opportunities   
	 Sponsor 
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